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Where Ludacris meets loquacious

Kaplan's new CD tries to help students e

study for SATs with the music they love

BY RAFER GUZMAN
SThAFF WEITER

What the dise will do for j
students’ street cred is ane
other matter. The songs [
sound like current hits, bt
the lyrics contain woreds |
typacally found in Scrabhle |

Cuick: Which of the follow-
g words would you expect to
hear in @ rap track?

!hnuﬂh ':pIJIJ'd never hear him

L croon the lines, "8y heart's de-
bilitated, doo't kmow if 18 can
handle this/How ironic that
s you're going away i become a

Si by cardiologist” Or consider the
ol clubby dance namber “Super-
Girl,” with its combination of
beottom-heasy  beats and
heady lyrics: *With candor
we =ay pithy  things / We

. hling games and crosswords poz- must confess about our mini-

b, hustle #les, Far example, the * s Al regalve”

. crunk sminoth RE&E number “The Let- i pan/TVERTELE Emﬂ i And the rap track *Move It”

d. symbiatic ter™ sounds Hke an Usher tune, A, BRI, P muy mark the gt time a rap-

Mli ' ﬂhig mm'-'cr pr;hhis U:Fd thee: wnord “rl'j'n:e"hin
i oall of above, g “party.” And who
thanks to the appear- Kaplan Test Prep is knows, the song may
ance of 3 new music releasing a €D, spawn a new dance with
CI that uses rap to produced by these instructions: *Clap
help  high  school musician Keith [ i, your hands like this s
ah.éldrh?:s boast their vo- Lﬂndl rltm&'!te'lf'tl that i ‘-’;’i].;';'cmaﬁ:unm gambol
cabulary. pPlants L

! vocabulary words The disc is the

Words and music in the lyrics af dual effort of Ka-

That's right: The songs in the style plan  and
music that  includes af hip-hop
stars who spell their musicians such as
names Fabolows and Lu- Ludacris, right.

dacris is mow being
used as a soudy aid
And w's just in time for
the new 5ATs, sched-
uled to begin in March.

Kaplan Test Prep and Ad-
missions, the company that
offers nationwide courses

PRI T BT Y T DR, AN |

aimved  at boosting students® 7
SAT scores, recently released Vol
a music disc called “Vocabu- |5 n
lary Accelerstor” which fea- L
tures a dogen tracks of rap,
BB and alternative rock. The
goal 18 to belp students redain
meore than 300 SAT-level vocab-
ulary words.

the Mew York-based education-
al publishing company Defined
Mind. It “an effort o commu-
nicate with students,” says D=
fined Mind executive producer
Keith London. “They have
their own wnigque focm of lan-
guage, and we wanted o create
an educational ool that speaks
o that.”

He says nay

Buit Ko Hartman, o Philadel-
phia-based college admissions
expert and author, says the dise
is the ivalent of memaoriz-
ing words from a list, which
isn't & great way to build vooalk-
ulary skills, The problem, he
notes: Whenever companics
such as Kaplan puat out hists of
commaon SAT words, the first
oibed Lo notloe are the test-mak-
ers “[on't you think if there's a
wiord that's appearing on & regu-
lar basis on the 5AT, they
could quickly change that?”
dﬂﬁx‘c‘iﬂnﬂtm acknowl-

SOIES A ESEfi-
ﬁaﬁ‘; a mnemonic device, such
as flash cards — or, more apthy,
like the music-based "School-
house Rock" cartoons that ran
om ABC in the 19705, And, yes,
they admit, todays kds anay
find these educational songs &
little tame compared to what
they hear on the adio.

“The proposition here s,
‘Hey, youre studying for the
SAT anyhow, so here's another
way to 4o i " says Jon Zeitking
general manager of SAT and
ACT  programs at  Eaplan
“We're not asking kids to put
their Snoop Dogg Chs aside.”



